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The Cleveland Museum of Art screens reel rarities 
from the Jim Henson vault 


CMA presents film series Muppets™, Music & Magic: Jim Henson’s Legacy 


CLEVELAND (November 29, 2007) — The Muppets take Cleveland this January as The Cleveland Museum 
of Art (CMA) presents Muppets™, Music & Magic: Jim Henson’s Legacy, a film series showcasing the life 
and legacy of Jim Henson. 

Like Walt Disney, George Lucas, and Charles Schulz, puppeteer Jim Henson (1936-1990) created 
characters that captured the imagination of millions and allowed him to build a pop-culture empire. As the 
creator of the Muppets, Henson became the foremost puppeteer of the television era; his lovable, pliable 
creations proved to be more expressive than marionettes and ventriloquist dummies, and dominated family 
television for decades. But his accomplishments encompass more than Sesame Street and The Muppet Show, 
and in this retrospective, the Henson vaults are opened to reveal a host of innovative film and television rarities 
from four decades: early 1950s TV appearances, live-action 1960s experimental films, commercials and PSAs, 
episodes from short-lived TV series and feature films. 

Special guest Bonnie Erickson, former Design Director for The Jim Henson Company and current 
Vice President for The Jim Henson Legacy, will be on hand to introduce the first three films and answer 
audience questions. Erickson created Miss Piggy, Statler and Waldorf, The Newsman and Zoot when she was 
part of the original design team for The Muppet Show. 

Films will be shown in the CMA Lecture Hall located at 11150 East Boulevard in University Circle. 
Admission prices to museum films are: non-members $8, CMA members $6, seniors 65 & over $5, students or 
children $4, or one Panorama voucher. Panorama Film Series vouchers (in books of 10) cost $55, CMA 
members $45. Tickets are available in person or over the phone at the Museum Box Office, 1-888-CMA- 
0033. Parking is available in the CMA garage. 


--more-- 


Pg. 2 CMA Jim Henson Legacy Films 


Films: 


Muppets History 101 

Friday, January 4, 7:00 p.m. 

Bonnie Erickson, who created Miss Piggy and other Muppet characters when she was Design Director 
for The Jim Henson Company, will present this program of rare Muppet clips from the 1950s, 1960s 
and 1970s. Included are early Muppet appearances on Ed Sullivan, Dick Cavett, Saturday Night Live, 
and other shows, as well as in commercials and TV pilots. (USA, 1960s-1970s, b&w/color, Beta SP, 
approx. 90 min.) 


The Art of Puppetry & Storytelling 

Saturday, January 5, 1:30 p.m. 

This behind-the-scenes look at the creation of Muppet characters includes rare clips, examples of Jim 
Henson’s early work, and two complete TV shows: a 1979 episode of The Muppet Show in which 
Harry Belafonte sings an African song with characters inspired by traditional masks, and The 
Heartless Giant (1989), an episode from Jim Henson’s short-lived 1987-88 series The Storyteller, in 
which an evil giant tricks a young prince into releasing him from a dungeon. Program introduced by 
Bonnie Erickson, who created Miss Piggy and other Muppet characters when she was the Design 
Director for The Jim Henson Company. (USA, 1960s-1989, color/bé&w, Beta SP/35mm, 90 min.) 


Jim Henson Commercials & Experiments 

Sunday, January 6, 1:30 p.m. 

Bonnie Erickson, former Design Director for The Jim Henson Company, presents more rarities from 
the Henson vault — commercials for RC Cola, La Choy, Purina and others; strange industrial films; 
television experiments from the sixties; and a new 35mm print of Jim Henson’s existential 1965 short 
film Time Piece, a classic of rhythmic cutting. (USA, 1965, color/b&w, Beta SP/35mm, 90 min.) 


Muppet Musical Moments 

Friday, January 11, 7:00 p.m. 

A collection of some of the most memorable musical numbers from The Muppet Show: Elton John and 
Miss Piggy sing “Don’t Go Breakin’ My Heart,” Paul Simon warbles “Scarborough Fair,” Debbie 
Harry and Kermit make a “Rainbow Connection.” Other clips feature Raquel Welch, Lena Horne, 
Linda Ronstadt, et al. (USA, 1976-80, color, Beta SP, 75 min.) 


Muppet Fairytales 

Sunday, January 13, 1:30 p.m. 

Classic fairytales like Rapunzel and the Elves and the Shoemaker receive the inimitable 
Henson/Muppet treatment in this collection of short films. Program includes Jim Henson’s complete 
1971 TV show The Frog Prince, starring Kermit. (USA, 1971, color, Beta SP, 105 min.) 


Dog City 

Friday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Directed by Jim Henson. This episode from the TV show The Jim Henson Hour is a 1940s-style 
gangster film populated entirely by dogs — or, more accurately, dog puppets. (USA, 1989, color, Beta 
SP, approx. 60 min.) Followed by Henson’s The Soldier and Death, a 25-min. episode from the 1987- 
88 TV series The Storyteller. 


--more-- 
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The Muppet Movie 

Sunday, January 20, 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 23, 7:00 p.m. 

Directed by James Frawley, with the voices of Jim Henson and Frank Oz. The first theatrical film 
starring TV’s Muppets is a funny musical fantasy in which Kermit and his friends journey to 
Hollywood. Contains guest appearances by Mel Brooks, Bob Hope, Steve Martin, Richard Pryor, 
Orson Welles and others. (Britain/USA, 1979, color, 35mm, 95 min.) 


The Dark Crystal 

Friday, January 25, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 30, 7:00 p.m. 

Directed by Jim Henson and Frank Oz. In this big-budget Tolkienesque fantasy from the Muppets 
crew, elfin creatures strive to thwart evil creatures by finding and replacing the lost shard of a 
powerful crystal. (USA/Britain, 1982, color, 35 mm, 93 min.) 


A Better World: Living in Harmony 

Sunday, January 27, 1:30 p.m. 

This program of pro-environment Jim Henson shorts argues that it’s easy to be green. Includes a 

complete episode of the 1983 TV series Fraggle Rock, which featured an elaborate underground 

fantasy world; The Song of the Rain Forest, a 1989 TV show; and PSAs. (USA, 1983-89, color, Beta 

SP, approx. 90 min.) 

This series is produced by The Jim Henson Legacy and Brooklyn Academy of Music. Tour organizer 
Irena Kovarova. Photo credit line should read: “© Photography courtesy of The Jim Henson Company, The 
Muppets Studio, LLC, and Sesame Workshop.” 

MUPPET, MUPPETS and the Muppets Characters are registered trademarks of The Muppets Studio, 
LLC. All rights reserved. © The Muppets Studio, LLC. 

Sesame Street ® and associated characters, trademarks and design elements are owned and licensed 
by Sesame Workshop. © 2007 Sesame Workshop. All rights reserved. 

TM & © 2007 The Jim Henson Company. JIM HENSON’s mark & logo, characters ad elements are 


trademarks of The Jim Henson Company. All rights reserved. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives 
operating support from the Ohio Arts Council through state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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